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CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE BRITISH ARCHIVES 
CONCERNING TEXAS, 1837-1846 

X 

EDITED BY EPHRAIM DOUGLASS ADAMS 
ELLIOT TO ABERDEEN 1 

Secret Galveston October 31st. 1843. 

My Lord, 

In a conversation with the President yesterday, he placed in 
my hand an original despatch from Mr. Van Zandt, Charge d' 
Affaires from this Republic in the United States, to the Secretary 
of State of Texas, dated at Washington on the 18th Ultimo. The 
President did not offer to furnish me with a Copy of the de- 
spatch, neither did I consider it suitable to ask for one, and I 
can therefore only furnish Your Lordship with a general state- 
ment of its contents from memory. But I read it with atten- 
tion, and I do not think that any material point has escaped my 
notice. 

Mr. Van Zandt begins by stating, that he had called a day 
or two before at the Office of the Secretary of State upon a sub- 
ject of trifling importance but Mr. Upshur interrupted his repre- 
sentations by remarking that He was glad to see him, for he had 
been on the point of writing to request him to converse on a mat- 
ter of moment. He then entered eagerly into the subject of the 
annexation of Texas to the United States, expressing much hope 
that the Government of Texas had not changed it's policy upon that 
point. The President informed me, at this place of Mr. Van 
Zandt's despatch, that upon announcing the late Armistice to that 
Gentleman, He had been desired to take an occasion of verbally 
acquainting the Government of the United States, that the gen- 
eral Instructions to the Agents of this Government near that of 
the United States upon the subject of Annexation must be con- 
sidered to be no longer of force, I use General Houston's lan- 
guage ; "that, that door was closed." 

l ¥. 0., Texas, Vol. 6. 
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Mr. Van Zandt in reply to Mr. Upshur's first observation ad- 
verted to an expression in a despatch of the Secretary of State 
of Texas, (quoted in his own despatch of the 18 September) to 
the effect that it did not seem to the Government of Texas that 
the acknowledgment of the Independence of Texas by Mexico 
would interpose an insurmountable obstacle to annexation with 
the United States, if that combination should therefore be con- 
sidered convenient. It seemed on the contrary, that it might 
smooth the way to that result, by means of subsequent treaty be- 
tween the two Countries 

Both the President and the Secretary of State, with whom I 
have conversed this morning, told me that this observation had 
been thrown out to induce the more hearty efforts of the Govern- 
ment of the United States with that of Mexico to secure the 
acknowledgment of their Independence by Mexico; but having 
that Independence recognized, it was not the wish of the present 
Government, nor they firmly believed would it be found to be 
that of the majority of this people, that any treaty or other 
scheme of Annexation should be entertained. 

Returning to Mr Upshurs conversation, as reported by Mr 
Van Zandt in the despatch of the 18th. September, I should in- 
form Your Lordship that it conveyed generally the determination 
of the Government of the United States to endeavour to effect 
the annexation of Texas during the next Session, if the Govern- 
ment of Texas consented to the promotion of such an arrange- 
ment. 

To Mr. Van Zandt's remarks (speaking in that particular, as 
an unauthorized person) that though it certainly seemed to him 
that such a proposal might find favor in Texas, still he could 
not but remind Mr. Upshur of the former failure of the scheme 
of annexation in the United States, Mr. Upshur replied that cir- 
cumstances had materially changed since, that it was the great 
measure of the present administration; that they had already 
sounded leading persons in the Senate, and that though it was 
probable they would be stormily opposed, still they believed they 
should be able to carry the project. 

He wished Mr Van Zandt to report the subject of the present 
conversation to Texas by express, and to ask for immediate in- 
structions in order that affairs might be sufficiently advanced by 
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the next meeting of Congress in the United States. But Mr. Van 
Zandt did not consider there was any need for an express, prob- 
ably because he had nothing to transmit, but the statement of a 
personal conference, for I remarked that nothing was delivered 
to Mr Van Zandt in a written form, and that Mr Upshur declined 
to furnish him with a Copy of the Instructions to General Thomp- 
son at Mexico, though he suffered me [him] to peruse them. 

Mr Van Zandt closes his despatch with a request for early In- 
structions, and a decided expression of his own opinion that the 
present administration at Washington is perfectly sincere in these 
professions and purposes, but leaving it to his own Government 
to form it's own judgment of their political strength to carry out 
such a scheme 

I said I hoped I was not asking too much in requesting to 
know in what sense this Government proposed to reply to these 
overtures. 

General Houston answered that Mr Van Zandt would be in- 
structed to communicate verbally that it did not seem to the 
Government of Texas to be convenient or necessary to entertain 
such proposals at all, till the Senate of the United States had 
manifested its readiness by resolution to treat with Texas, upon 
the subject of Annexation 

I did not pursue the conversation for the moment, desiring to 
reflect upon the course that it might be convenient to take in 
the present state of my information. But I have now to report 
the subject of a conference which I sought with the President 
and the Secretary of State this morning. 

Attentively considering the Communication from Washington 
which the President had been so good as to shew me, and gener- 
ally the indications of public feeling, and violent attack to which 
he had been exposed on account of some supposed undue and 
dangerous influence on the part of Her Majesty's Government in 
the Affairs of Texas, I thought that it was incumbent upon me 
to declare (after renewed examination of my communications 
from Your Lordship) the scope and sum of Her Majesty's pur- 
poses concerning the settlement of the dispute between Mexico 
and Texas. 

The President might assure himself that the Queen continued 
to take a lively interest, in the prosperity and Independence of 
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Texas; and moved by a sincere desire to hasten the close of a 
fruitless and painful Warfare, Her Majesty's Government would 
willingly use every friendly effort in a strictly impartial sense, to 
consolidate a peace upon terms conducive to the honor, advantage, 
and stability of both the parties engaged in this contest. 

This was the plain purport of all my communications from 
Her Majesty's Government. 

But observing from what had passed at Washington that an- 
other phase of these affairs had now presented itself, I hoped the 
President would give me leave to offer some reflections arising 
out of that condition of things. I spoke of course without au- 
thority. If however His Excellency felt himself in a situation 
to assure Her Majesty's Government that he had entire confidence 
in the good will and ability of the Government of the United 
States to secure the recognition of the bona fide, and durable In- 
dependence of Texas by Mexico, by friendly means, and further 
that the associations between the people of this Country and of 
the United States, made it an object of moment to this Govern- 
ment that their affairs at Mexico, should be left to the countenance 
of the United States, it certainly was my opinion that Her Maj- 
esty's Government would readily desist from pressing the subject 
in that quarter, neither could I suppose that Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment would take umbrage at the expression of a such a wish 
upon the part of this Government. How far it might be con- 
ducive to a speedy settlement of these difficulties, and to the well 
understood interests of the people of Texas that the Government 
of Mexico should find itself negotiating with the Government of 
the United States for the acknowledgment of the Independence 
of Texas, to be followed by a treaty of Annexation with that 
Union, were points upon which it did not belong to me to offer 
any opinions. 

I hope, however, that His Excellency would authorize me to 
make a communication of his own views and intentions upon these 
proposals of the Government of the United States to Your Lord- 
ship 

The President requested me to convey the expressions of the 
gratitude of the Government of Texas for the kind and power- 
ful support they had received from that of Her Majesty; earn- 
estly to request that there should be no relaxation in these friendlv 
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efforts to hasten the acknowledgment of the Independence of Texas 
by Mexico, to state with perfect plainess that the Government of 
Texas had no ground to consider the professions of the Govern- 
ment of the United States to he directed by other motives than 
those of internal convenience; and that no reliance was placed 
upon their hearty interposition for the settlement of this dispute 
upon the basis of the Independence of Texas. But that even if 
the case were otherwise, the Government of Texas could never so 
far forget what was due to the Government of Her Majesty from 
which it had received earnests of helpfulness, or to its own in- 
terests, as to postpone the[ir] support to any other. 

Her Majesty's Government might rest assured that with the 
Independence of Texas recognized by Mexico, He would never 
consent to any treaty or other project of annexation to the United 
States, and He had a conviction that the people would sustain 
him in that determination. He bad formerly been favorable to 
such a Combination. But the United States had rejected the 
proposals of this Country in its time of difficulty ; neither was the 
subsequent conduct of that Government calculated to induce the 
Government and people of Texas in this mended state of things, 
to sacrifice their true and lasting advantage to the policy of party 
in that Country. 

The Government of the United States had been appealed to for 
interference in these affairs simultaneously with the Government 
of Her Majesty and that of the King of the French, and if those 
Government's had taken a more active and decided part in secur- 
ing the recognition of their Independence, the President could see 
and feel that they had entitled themselves to the gratitude and 
confidence of Texas, but He could not observe that the existence 
of such feelings furnished just ground of complaint or uneasi- 
ness to the Government of the United States. He learnt that the 
Government of the United States was now taking a very lively in- 
terest in their efforts, as he anticipated would be the case as soon 
as they heard of the Armistice, and the withdrawal of the In- 
structions respecting annexation; But up to this moment the Gov- 
ernment of Texas had not been favored with one word in a writ- 
ten form in explanation of their purposes and proceedings. They 
were no doubt kind, but what they were he could not positively say. 

I remarked to the President that this might be a convenient 
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occasion to advert to one point which appeared to be the founda- 
tion of the existing misconception respecting the purposes of Her 
Majesty's Government, The subject to which I alluded was the 
desire of Her Majesty's Government for the Abolition of Slavery 
in Texas, collected from what had appeared in the public prints, 
and particularly from a late Conversation in the House of Lords. 
There was nothing here to occasion surprize or uneasiness. The 
Government of Texas in common with the whole world must have 
been perfectly aware of the settled feeling of the British Govern- 
ment and Nation upon the subject of Slavery, and though I had 
not yet received Instructions to press that topic, I naturally con- 
cluded that such instructions would soon reach me. 

Her Majesty's Government would probably dwell upon the 
wrongfulness of Slavery; on the deplorable error of setting out 
in the life and fortunes of a Nation, with all its prospects based 
upon an Institution, condemned and decaying every where, ac- 
knowledgedly a cancer where it did exist, and the subject of in- 
creasing want of confidence, and aversion in States, from which it 
had passed away 

These and other grounds of reasoning would possibly be strongly 
pressed upon the attention of this Government, but the President 
was too well acquainted with the character of the British Govern- 
ment to suppose that it would be unmindful of the just right of 
this Government and people to decide for themselves. 

General Houston had not the least uneasiness upon such a 
point; And without entering at all into this particular Subject, 
He could at least say generally that the views of Her Majesty's 
Government would always receive the most attentive considera- 
tion of the Government and people of Texas. 

Implicit reliance may be place in the sincerity and steadiness 
of the opinions General Houston expressed in this Conversation; 
but I certainly perceive no such ground to depend upon the course 
of the people of Texas, if the project of annexation should be 
presented to them. 

The President would no doubt use strenuous efforts in the 
sense he has declared, but his administration closes in the Month 
of December 1844, and if He is not succeeded by a person influ- 
enced by the same policy, the uncertainty upon the subject would 
be much encreased. 
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Your Lordship will perhaps be already informed as to these 
intentions of the Government of the United States, and no doubt 
of their ability in respect to them; But I have nevertheless felt it 
my duty to report this information in detail, and I will take the 
liberty to add an opinion which I offered to the President in a 
private way, that is, that their project seems to be shaped with the 
alternative intention of settling the matter in the way that pleases 
them, or of disordering any other settlement, and of the two, it 
seemed to me, that the last was the more hopeful result, for T 
did not believe that the Government of the United States, had 
any confidence in their own power to carry out a project of an- 
nexation. But the agitation of it could hardly fail to alarm the 
Government of Mexico. 

I should mention that the American Schooner of War "Flirt" 
arrived here on the 17th. Instant with Despatches for General 
Murphy, and referring to the date of her departure from Norfolk 
(the 30th. Ultimo) I conclude that the intelligence she brings is 
to the effect related in Mr Van Zandt's despatch. But General 
Murphy does not appear to have been authorized to commit him- 
self in writing upon the subject. 

General Houston and Mr Jones told me, that incredible as it 
seems, they were disposed to believe that the Government of the 
United States had listened to hastily to some extravagant reports 
from here, as to the sinister purposes of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment in connexion with the Governments of Mexico, and of Texas 
for the assumption of this Country in Her Majesty's name, and 
assured me that a small squadron of American Ships of War 
would shortly follow the Schooner. I remarked that these 
rumours were no doubt calculated to excite the people of this 
Country, and by throwing discredit upon General Houston to 
facilitate the frustration of his negotiations with Mexico; but I 
would undertake to say that the Government of the United Statea 
never attached the least credit to such folly and falsehood. 

Charles Elliot. 
The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 
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ELLIOT TO ABERDEEN 2 

No. 30. 3 Galveston, November 13th. 1843. 

My Lord, 

I have the honor to acknowledge Mr Addington's despatch No 
12, 4 and I avail myself of this occasion to report that intelligence 
has reached this place from Matamoras to the 29th. Ultimo, an- 
nouncing that the Commissioners from this Government had pro- 
ceeded to Sabinas (about 90 leagues to the Northward of Mata- 
moras) to meet General Woll and arrange the terms of the truce. 
It is probable that a reference will be necessary both to Mexico 
and to this Government before the conditions are finally adjusted. 

Having heard through the public press of some misunderstand- 
ing at Mexico upon the subject of an English Ensign, displayed 
amongst some flags said to have been taken by the forces of that 
Eepublic. 5 I think it may be convenient to forward to Your 
Lordship a newspaper containing an account of the manner in 
which that Ensign fell into the hands of the Mexican Govern- 
ment. 6 I also take the opportunity of this despatch to men- 
tion that the trade between Mexico and the Western parts of this 
Country has once more revived with considerable vigour, under 
the influence of a state of truce, and particularly of the prohibi- 
tory regulations of the Mexican Government, so favourable to the 
promotion of extensive illicit traffic. 

Charles Elliot. 
The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

2 F. 0., Texas, Vol. 6. 

'Elliot to Aberdeen, No. 29, September 30, 1843, has been 
omitted. It referred to the "Little Penn' claims, and contained copies 
of Jones to Elliot, September 16, and Elliot to Jones, September 28, 1843, 
which are in Garrison, Diplomatic Correspondence of the Republic of 
Texas, III, 1128 and 1139, in Am. Hist. Assoc. Report, 1908, II. 
'October 3, 1843. 

September 28, 1843, while attending a public ball, Doyle observed draped 
among "trophies taken in war," an English boat flag. He demanded its 
removal, was refused, and later the Mexican government declined to give 
it up to him. As a result, he discontinued diplomatic relations with Mexico 
until ordered by Aberdeen to resume them. (Adams, British Interest and 
Activities in Texas, 153-154.) 
°Not found. 
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KENNEDY TO ABERDEEN 7 

No. 8. British Consulate. 

Galveston, November 13th 1843. 
My Lord, 

I have the honor to enclose a return in duplicate, relating to 
the following Subjects : — 

Custom Laws of Texas, 

Wreck Masters and their Duties. 

Maritime Jurisdiction. 

Collectoral Districts. 8 William Kennedy. 

The Earl of Aberdeen, K. T. 

ELLIOT TO ABERDEEN 9 

No. 32. 10 Galveston, November. 29th. 1843. 

My Lord, 

I have the honor to transmit herewith the copy of a dispatch 
which I have this day addressed to Mr. Doyle at Mexico, in reply 
to a despatch from him, announcing the interruption of his offi- 
cial intercourse with the Government of Mexico, and I also take 
the liberty to forward an extract from a private letter which I 
have sent to him with my public Communication. 

Begging to refer Your Lordship to the appeal made by Gen- 
eral McLeod' 1 in his letter to me of the 26th. Instant (Inclosure 
No 2 in my despatch to Mr. Dojde) in behalf of Mr Antonio 
Navarro, I venture to hope that Your Lordship will compassion- 
ate his situation, and instruct Her Majesty's Minister at Mexico 
to intercede in his favor on the renewal of the public intercourse 
between the two Governments. 

His fate has always been the subject of great solicitude to the 
Government and people of Texas, and I am sure they would be 

'P. 0., Texas, Vol. 7. 

8 Kennedy merely summarized the laws on these subjects. They can be 
conveniently consulted in Gammel, Laws of Texas. 

>F. O., Texas, Vol. 6. 

"Elliot to Aberdeen, No. 31, is missing from the archives. 

"Hugh McLeod, a graduate of the United States Military Academy 
(1835). He resigned from the army, practiced law, and early joined Texas 
in resisting Mexico. He commanded the Sante F6 expedition, was a 
member of the Texan Congress, 1842-1843, served in the Mexican War, and 
later on the Confederate side in the Civil War. (Appleton, Diet, of Am. 
Biog.) 
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grateful for the kind Offices of Her Majesty's Government. It 
has also occurred to me that acts of public clemency at the sug- 
gestion of Her Majesty's Government may be amongst the most 
pleasing proofs of respect and atonement which the Government 
of Mexico can afford for its late unsuitable conduct. 

Charles Elliot 
The Earl of Aberdeen. K. T. 

ELLIOT TO DOYLE 12 

[Enclosure]. Galveston, November 29th 1843. 

Sir, 

By the last arrival from New Orleans, I have had the honor to 
receive Your Despatch of the 5th. Ultimo, acquainting me that 
you had been compelled to suspend all diplomatic intercourse with 
the Government of Mexico 'till you had received further Instruc- 
tions from Her Majesty's Government. 

Accounts of the circumstance which induced that event had al- 
ready reached this place through the press of the United States, 
and in a dispatch to Lord Aberdeen, dated on the [13th.] Inst 
which will go to England by the Mail of the 1st Proximo from 
Boston, I had thought it might be convenient to forward His 
Lordship the copy of a Newspaper [of which another copy is 
herewith transmitted] containing a statement of the manner in 
which the English flag in question fell into the hands of the 
Mexican Government. 18 

Since the receipt of your despatch of the 5th Ultimo, I have 
communicated with the Editor of this paper, and I learn from 
him that He received his information direct from General Green, 
who was present in the affair at Meir. 

I have also ascertained from other respectable persons who had 
conversed with General Green upon this subject whilst He was 
here, that no English flag was displayed in that conflict, or upon 
any other occasion in the course of the operations which closed at 
that place. 

The flag was used by the man into whose possession it had 
fallen, as a sleeping covering, and was found by the Mexicans, 
either, in his Knapsack, or it may be as a wrapper to his kit. 

U F. 0., Texas, Vol. 6. 

"See Elliot to Aberdeen, No. 30, November 13, 1843. 
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Thinking it possible that there may be some pretension that a 
British flag was captured, when the persons composing the "Santa 
Fe" expedition surrendered, I have taken an opportunity of ascer- 
taining directly from General H. Mc.Leod who commanded that 
force, that no English flag was ever used in that service, or to the 
best of his knowledge was in the possession of any person in that 
expedition. 

Charles Elliot, 
Percy W. Doyle, Esqr 
Copy. 

Charles Elliot. 
[Endorsed.]. Inclosure. 1. In Captn Elliot's No. 32. Novem- 
ber 29. 1843. 

MCLEOD TO ELLIOT 14 

[Enclosure.] Galveston. 

November. 26th. 1843. 
Sir, 

Inage Morris informed me on yesterday that you had desired 
to learn from me, whether any British flag accompanied me in 
the Expedition to Santa Fe, in 1841, under my command. — No 
such flag could have been officially used, and if any individual 
carried one it was without my knowledge — Indeed I am quite 
sure it was not done. 

While addressing you upon this subject, would it be improper, 
to solicit your kind offices, unofficially, for my unfortunate Com- 
panion, Mr Antonio Navarro. — His release would be but an act 
of justice to himself, and would confer happiness on a large fam- 
ily and numerous friends. 

This, if it can be accorded, I respectfully solicit in the name 
of General Lamar, under whose authority, as President of this 
Republic, that Expedition was sent as well as in that of. 

H. McLeod. 
True Copy. 

Charles Elliot 
To. Honl. Chas. Elliot, 

H. B. M. Charge d' Affaires 
[Endorsed.] Inclosure No. 2. In Captn. Elliot's No 32. No- 
vember. 29. 1843. 

"P. 0., Texas, Vol. 6. 
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ELLIOT TO DOYLE 15 

Private Note. Galveston November 29. 1843. 

Brought up in a Military profession I take the liberty of re- 
marking, that the triumphant display of flags as National trophies, 
always requires unequivocal proof that they were actually fought 
under, and captured in conflict. 

Ships of War, for example, usually carry the flags of all Mari- 
time Powers, amongst their stores, but when a Ship of War of 
one nation is taken by a Ship of another, it would be absurd and 
insulting to display any other Ensign in triumph than that of the 
Country to which the captured vessel belonged. 

If the British flag had been displayed and fought under at 
Meir, which it certainly was not, the right course would have been 
to forward a detailed and authentic statement of the facts to H. 
M. Government, with a request to know if any authority had been 
given for the use of the British National Colours to the persons 
from whom they were taken, within the limits of the Mexican ter- 
ritory or elsewhere. 

It was not time for the Mexican Government to take any fur- 
ther proceedings with respect to that flag 'till they had been for- 
mally answered in that particular. 

Persons who were captured in Mexico, fighting under National 
Colours which they had no authority to use, would no doubt be 
liable to be treated as mere marauders. 

But the triumphal display of the flag of a friendly Power, 
taken from such persons, is really much less an act of disrespect 
to that Country, [foolishly disrespectful as it is] than of total 
want of regard to the character of the Nation, exhibiting such 
spoils amongst the trophies of honorable and regular War. 

Whatever degree of dissatisfaction this impertinence may occa- 
sion Her Majesty's Government, it is manifest that the offence is 
much more serious against the honor and dignity of Mexico. For 
if it had been true that the people at Meir had fought under a 
British flag it would be equally [true] that, that very fact had 
rendered them within the description of marauders, or banditts, 
and Nations do not make triumphal display of the proofs of their 
prowess, over persons in that category, at the disregard too, of the 

15 F. O., Texas, Vol. 6. The letter was not addressed, but was probably 
from Elliot to Doyle. 
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obligations of public comity to friendly Powers. The statement, 
however, that a British flag was taken in action at all, is void of 
foundation, and the unavoidable conclusion is, that the Mexican 
Government, has fabricated an explanation of it's conduct, which 
would have been discreditable in the last degree if it had been 
faithful. 

If there is any military person amongst your colleagues, I am 
sure he will testify to the correctness of this exposition of mili- 
tary usage, and probably satisfy the Mexican Government of the 
unfortunate attitude in which it has placed itself by this un- 
semmly adoption of the false report of this Commanding officer 
at Meir. His immediate and examplary punishment, and the 
most signal, and public proof of their own respect for the flag of 
a friendly Power, are steps far more necessary for their own re- 
lief, from a very discreditable scrape, than for the sake of any 
other consideration. It will no doubt be very easy for H. M. 
Government to set this nonsense to rights, so far as the dignity 
of Great Britain is concerned, but the Mexican Government should 
be told by some friendly adviser, that what they do spontaneously 
is what alone can set them to rights in the estimation of other 
Powers. 

Charles Elliot 
[Endorsed.] Inclosure 3. In Captn. Elliot's No 32. Novem- 
ber 29. 1843. 



